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Nevada’s new graduations exams must go! The results of these tests and manipulation 

of passing scores demonstrate and highlight how the Governor and 
Conflicted NV State Board of Education consistently deceive the public. 
The results of these tests have NO meaning. 
 
Nevada’s Conflicted State Board of Education has quietly set the 
passing score for the new graduation exam in algebra at approximately 
18%. That translates to students scoring 9 correct on a 50-question test 

receive a passing grade and graduate. Yes, NV will see an increase in graduation rate. 
Wow! A new definition of “proficiency.” With both eyes closed, anyone can see there 
is no correlation between these exams, students’ classroom experiences and the 
graduation rate. 
 
Why? The answer is simple, the Governor, yeah there he is again with conflicted board 
president Elaine Wynn and failed former state superintendent Erquiaga, have called for 
higher graduation rates in the state. That way they can tout his “educational” reforms as 
working. Having students not pass these tests would undermine the rewards he, 
Erquiaga and Elaine have given their cronies. Unfortunately for our students, the stats 
don’t back up their claims. 

 
If you read my columns, you would have to walk away thinking I am against testing. 
I’m not, I actually support testing when tests measure what we expect students to know, 
recognize, understand, communicate and be able to do based on the standards being 
taught. The tests should be transparent, fair, reasonable and appropriate. 
 
The “new” graduation exams, referred to as End-Of-Course (EOC) exams are given in 
algebra and geometry. Again, this conflicted board has determined that these tests, 
which were deemed inappropriate by math experts around the state, are super secret. 
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That means math teachers are not allowed to see these tests to determine how standards 
will be tested. 
 
So how does the CNVSBE handle this public relations nightmare? They continue to  
follow the Governor’s lead and deceive the public. Rather than saying they lowered  
the passing grade to 18% and face the public criticism and scrutiny, and the reality they 
screwed up again, they will come up with a contrived “scaled” score that will have no 
meaning to students, their parents or teachers and then tout the increased graduation rate.  
 
We know the NV Conflicted Sate Board of Education flubbed the state’s accountability 
tests two times out of the two administrations. In the first SBAC test, after multiple tries, 
students could not get online to take them. Last year, the tests were administered in the 
spring and schools didn’t get the results back to October – Great job! These are the tests 
the state is now using to determine if schools go into the state’s newest Money Hole 
known as ASD. And the reports that the schools didn’t get in a timely manner are 
useless anyway. Just read your own child’s report to and try to make your own 
determination where help is needed. 
 
Below is a simple elementary multiplication problem to illustrate my point about these 
tests, examples could also be applied to algebra or geometry. We know that tests drive 
instruction, but do they have to drive us to distraction. Are we measuring students’ 
ability to multiply or what?  
 
The common core requires students to be able to use common algorithms, procedures 
we were taught, along with other methods. But, because of SBAC testing, here’s how 
students in elementary school are required to do multiplication. If they don’t do it this 
way on the test, they are WRONG even if the answer is correct! Now that’s wrong! 
 
      4 5 
         x 3 4 
      2 0 
            1 6 0 
            1 5 0 
         1 2 0 0 
         1 5 3 0 
 
I’m not against this method being taught. In fact, I use it when I’m doing mental math. 
You might remember, it was called FOIL in algebra. I show students how and why the 
method (algorithm) works but certainly don’t require all students to use it.  
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So, let’s be clear.  Schools performance levels on SBAC are measured by what - the 
ability to multiply or using an alternative method prescribed by some unknown test 
writer?  If the state won’t allow you to see the tests, then you should not allow your 
students to take them.   
 
A score of 18% to pass the EOC exams in math is not only embarrassing, it is ridiculous. 
The only purpose it serves is to somehow demonstrate the Governor’s failed initiatives 
are working.  Since Nevada’s national educational ranking has fallen to dead last under 
Sandoval, Erquiaga and Wynn’s leadership, we know their reforms are not helping 
students experiences learning in the classroom. The graduation exams (EOC) must go!  
   


