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Sometimes it is more important to know what is not said than to hear what is said. In the 
Governor’s State of the State address, he clearly didn’t tout the academic successes of 

Nevada’s students. And, he certainly didn’t tout that under his six years 
in office, his policies have driven the state’s educational ranking to dead 
last – 51st in the nation. 
 
What he talked about was “his” resume; Zoom Schools, Victory Schools, 
Educational Savings Accounts, Achievement District, etc., the Governor 
wants us to confuse activity with achievement. Here’s what he didn’t say. 
He didn’t mention the state still has a teacher shortage. In Clark County, 

that shortage approximates 500 classroom teachers. Like last session, he didn’t include 
a raise for teachers to be able to attract or retain teachers, he didn’t talk about how class 
sizes, 38-42 students in first year algebra classes, have continually increased under his 
administration to accommodate his failed “reform” policies and resume. He didn’t talk 
about the revolving door of teachers, which has resulted in not only classrooms without 
qualified experienced teachers, but classrooms with subs or multiple subs or 
inexperienced teachers. Inexperienced teachers do not possess the content knowledge, 
instructional and assessment strategies, classroom management skills or resources to 
optimize their students’ education.  
 
Last session he didn’t know there was a teacher shortage until 8 days before the end of 
the session so his $1/2 billion dollar tax increase had nothing for teachers. Again, with 
the continued shortage, he doesn’t care enough about public education to ensure our 
students have experienced qualified teachers by offering competitive salaries. – no 
increase for teachers. 
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Putting it plainly, again he did not place the experiences that students have in the 
classroom learning to read and write, learning math, science, and social studies as a 
priority in his plan for education. What he doesn’t understand is his programs are only 
as good s the teachers implementing them. 
 
Under this Governor’s leadership, the state’s ranking is dead last. It’s dead last because 
he has placed students experiences learning as a non-priority. And while doing this, he 
has pushed the school districts to inflate the graduation rate so he can hoodwink the 
public by saying he increased the rate to 80%. That pressure to inflate the graduation 
rate has resulted in implementing no-fail policies in schools to boost the graduation rate; 
less or no homework, students continually retaking tests, assignments that don’t have to 
be passed in on time, and minimum F’s on tests, etc.. That has also resulted in his 
“appointed” and Conflicted Nevada State Board of Education placing the passing rate 
on end-of-course exams for graduation at non-proficient levels. Yes, in Nevada, not 
attaining proficiency equates to graduation. 

 
The NAEP scores, the nation’s report card, the college entrance exams, and now by 
placing NV’s own graduation exams passing rate at a level that students do not need to 
meet proficiency, but our graduation rate is increasing??? That’s just nonsense, much 
like the Governor’s reforms. 
 
The data, student performance, seems to strongly suggest what the Governor has been 
doing for the last six years is wrong for students. A simple question should cause 
everyone to pause; “How is it possible that we are graduating more students with 
scores on state and national tests declining?”  
 
But the big question he never inquires about should have priority and should always be 
at the forefront in education is; “What are you doing to help my child learn”?  In 
Nevada, the answer is “nothing”! His state of the state address failed students by not 
even coming close to addressing students experiences learning to read and write or to 
learn math, science, social studies, etc. 
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