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Dear Legislator: 
 
Nevada wants to hold students accountable for tests in which their teachers are not allowed to see.  

That’s just not fair to students.  
 
Look at the example below, the answer is correct, but will be marked “wrong” 
on the SBAC test given to NV students. 
 
     32 
x   21 
     32 
   64 

                               672 
 
The way the test is constructed, if students don’t answer the problem using the format below, 
they are wrong. The fact is, the kids are not wrong, the test makers are wrong. 
 
     32 
   x21  600 + 40 + 30 + 2 = 672 
 
Do we really want to hold students back a grade because they chose the standard algorithm to 
compute the product? Do we want to downgrade a teachers’ effectiveness based on this? Or do 
we want the state to “take over” a school and put it in the ASD because of students’ performance 
on questions like this? Really? 
 
National tests: ACT, SAT, AP, LSAT, civil service exams put out example tests and questions to 
ensure students are well prepared. Along with the common core standards, two testing 
consortiums were created, SBAC and PARCC. 45 states signed up for one of the two, less than 
20 are still in them and less than 10 use the high school portions of those exams. That should 
cause a person to pause. PARCC releases their test questions to help students prepare for their 
exams. SBAC, NV’s test, does not. It’s a big secret! It’s past time to drop SBAC form NV. 
 
NV’s high school exit exams in algebra and geometry are also a mess. Again, teachers are not 
allowed to see previous tests or questions to better prepare their students for these exams. 
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Because of the Governor’s push to increase the graduation rate, the “cut” score, passing score, on 
those tests was placed at “below” proficiency. So, how is effectiveness measured again? 
 
And, if you know much about what is happening around the country with respect to math, you 
know that the emphasis on geometry has been severely diminished.  Please visit either the SAT 
or ACT websites, they, unlike NV, publish practice tests. Please count how few geometry 
questions are on those tests. And, while NV’s test, the one I haven’t seen, supposedly focuses on 
Transformational Geometry, none of the questions on the practice college entrance exams has a 
single question that requires knowledge of Transformational Geometry. Why should NV’s 
students have to prepare for a state exam that is not aligned with college entrance exams that 
impacts state, district and school rankings, and students’ admission, placement and financial aid?   
 
NV’s system of testing is flawed, failing and just not fair to students. Nevada’s testing clearly 
does not inform the students, teachers or the community about student performance. Nor does it 
say much about teacher effectiveness, or school effectiveness.  
 
It seems the people who support testing have a few things in common: 1) they don’t know that is 
being tested or how it is being tested, 2) they don’t think students should be well prepared for 
these tests by knowing expectations, 3) they don’t support students being in classes where they 
have a chance for individual attention, 4) they don’t support teachers having resources and 
supplies that would help their students succeed, and 5) they subscribe to the ignorance is bliss 
theory. That is, they are happy to talk about things they don’t know. 
 
Bill Hanlon 
702.250.2220 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
Follow Bill on twitter and Facebook 


