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 Dear Legislator: 
 

Textbooks help guide students and teachers through their assigned 
curriculum. The lack of textbooks results in a great deal of 
inconsistency in not only how topics are introduced, but more 
importantly, what topics will be taught in a subject such as math. 
The research has found there are two types of curriculum, the 
“written” and the “taught” curriculum. The written curriculum is 
the one published by the district or state. The taught curriculum is 
the one delivered in the classroom. The research clearly suggests 

that the textbooks used in classrooms is the curriculum taught by the teachers.  
 
Those findings should be important in Nevada because of NV’s chronic teacher 
shortage and the disproportionate number of inexperienced teachers. Without a 
textbook, those new and inexperienced teachers are left to themselves on what to 
teach, how to teach, when to teach it, how long to teach it, as well as how the 
information should be assessed. These teachers are also spending an inordinate 
amount of time creating and running off worksheets that would be provided with 
the textbooks. 
 
Many of the state’s worst performing schools have the most inexperienced teachers. 
It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to determine the lack of textbooks, resources, 
supplies, and professional development of those teachers places their “at risk” 
students at greater risk and results in poor achievement. 
 
The Governor has added approximately $90.00 per student this year in his budget 
proposal. Putting this into perspective, the average cost of a new algebra book is 
$120.00. Do the math. That budget increase alone would result in a deficit of 
$30.00 per student in each school district – just in math. There are other subjects 
that are in dire need of new textbooks that are aligned with the new standards. 

Textbooks Needed 
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The Governor’s designer programs; Rising Stars, Zoom Schools, Victory Schools, 
Achievement School District, Educational Savings Accounts are literally 
subtracting hundreds of millions of dollars from classroom education. The 
Governor and State Board President Elaine Wynn have not figured out “their” 
programs are only as good as the teachers using them - that teachers matter. 
Having over 40 students in algebra classes cannot be considered an investment in 
education. 
 
Where are the priorities in education in Nevada? It seems building personal 
resumes trumps classroom education. The Governor and Conflicted NV State 
Board of Education want to say by having these designer programs; “Look what I 
have done!”  I support that question being asked because the data speaks for itself, 
what they have done is taken the Clark County School District from a national 
ranking and recognition as fastest improving district in the nation and drive 
Nevada’s educational ranking to dead last in the nation. 
 
Until education is funded properly in this state, then funding for these designer 
programs and special interest educational non-profits that pay their directors 
$400,000.00 per year must be reprioritized to the classroom. 
 
Bill Hanlon 
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